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Jackson County Schools Ranks Top Ten in the State for Graduation Rates for Students with Disabilities 

The Mississippi Department of Education recently released current high school graduation rates, and the 
Magnolia State has a lot to be proud of. The state’s graduation rate of 85% currently exceeds the national 
average of 84.6%. Additionally, the graduation rate for students with disabilities has almost doubled in the past 
five years from 23.2% to 42.2%, and the state’s drop-out rate is now below 10%, a dramatic decrease from the 
2014 rate of 13.9%.  

Jackson County School District plays a huge part in helping Mississippi reach these achievement levels. The 
district’s current graduation rate of 89% exceeds both the state and national averages. Furthermore, JCSD ranks 
7th in the state of Mississippi for districts with the highest graduation rates for students with disabilities with a 
disabled student graduation rate of 62.7%, over twenty percent higher than the state average.  

Dr. Penny Westfaul, the curriculum director of Jackson County School District, credits this increase to teachers 
and students by stating, “The dedication to academic excellence extends from our amazing teachers to all 
students.  We are thrilled to see more of our students with special needs earning a high school diploma.” 

What does the rise in graduation rates mean for the students of Jackson County School District and the state of 
Mississippi? In short, when students succeed, communities succeed. More students graduating means more 
young adults who are prepared to be successful after graduation, whether it be in college, the military, or the 
workforce.  

Dr. Carey Wright, the state superintendent of education for Mississippi, expressed her praises for the state’s 
success by saying, “I congratulate teachers, school leaders, and parents for helping students complete high 
school [to be better] prepared for college, postsecondary training, the military, and the workforce.”  

Dr. John Strycker, superintendent for Jackson County School District, is also pleased with the district’s 
achievement, noting, “Every student is important in this district. We are fully committed at JCSD in educating 
the whole child. Our students’ success is a direct reflection of the time, preparation, and commitment we invest 
in every student.”   

Regarding any questions or concerns, please call Dr. John Strycker, Superintendent, at (228) 283-3000. 

 


